
JOINT STATEMENT OF THE COLLEGIUMS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, THE PARLIAMENT OF THE FEDERATION OF 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA 
AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY 

OF THE BRČKO DISTRICT OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

on the commitment of the Parliaments of Bosnia and Herzegovina* towards 
the EU integration by taking measures to implement the recommendations 

of the EU funded Twinning Project for enhancing the role of parliaments 
in the EU integration context

a)     With a view on the recent positive developments concerning the EU integration process of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and especially the entry into force of the Stabilisation and 
Association Agreement in June 2015;

b)   With regard to the several promising commitments arose concerning an ever stronger 
approximation of the country towards the EU both on behalf of the EU Member States and 
the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina;

c)   In the context of the on-going EU funded Twinning Project “Enhancing the role of 
parliaments in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the EU integration context” [BA 12 IB JH 01] 
(hereinafter: Twinning Project); 

The Collegiums of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Parliament of the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the National Assembly of Republika Srpska (hereinafter: 
Collegiums) and the Speaker of the Assembly of the Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
decided to commit themselves to take measures for the efficient and smooth management of the 
parliament-related EU integration tasks to demonstrate their engagement towards the common 
European future.

Activities of Parliaments in EU integration

(1)   The Parliaments are to perform their tasks in the following EU integration related fields 
taking into account the different competences and procedures:

*In this joint statement the term 'Parliaments of Bosnia and Herzegovina' refers to the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
the Parliament of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the National Assembly of Republika Srpska and the Assembly of the Brčko 
District of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in conformity with the scope of the Twinning Project Enhancing the role of parliaments in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in the EU integration context.

This project is funded 
by the European Union

TWINNING PROJECT

Enhancing the role of parliaments in Bosnia and Herzegovina
in the EU integration context

The Project is implemented by the Consortium of

Hungarian National Assembly National Assembly of France

This document was published in the frame of the Twinning Project Enhancing the role of parliaments in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the EU 
integration context, funded by the European Union and implemented by the Hungarian National Assembly in consortium 
with the French National Assembly.
This document has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of 
the implementing partners and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

This project is funded 
by the European Union

TWINNING PROJECT

Enhancing the role of parliaments in Bosnia and Herzegovina
in the EU integration context

The Project is implemented by the Consortium of

Hungarian National Assembly National Assembly of France

Future developments

(12)   The Collegiums and the Speaker of the BDA call for further structured assistance from the 
EU to facilitate the parliamentary work to implement the Action Plans and to meet the 
requirements of EU accession.
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   a)     Transposition of the EU acquis into the legal system of Bosnia and Herzegovina; 
In order to perform this task efficiently the Parliaments are to apply effective legal 
harmonization rules and practices and ensure a strong political monitoring over the 
whole legal harmonization process.

   b)    Monitoring and scrutiny tasks;
Political legitimacy for formulation of Bosnia and Herzegovina's positions in 
negotiations with the EU institutions, which are mainly conducted by the executive 
bodies, shall be based on the mandate given by the Parliaments. Therefore, the 
Parliaments are to monitor and scrutinise thoroughly the activities of the executive 
bodies in the EU integration process.

c)      Information activities;
The Parliaments are to inform the general public about their activities related to 
European integration tasks in order to strengthen the openness and transparency of 
the activities of the Parliaments and especially of their bodies dealing with European 
integration affairs.

d)       International and interparliamentary cooperation tasks;
The Parliaments are to make use of every international and interparliamentary 
cooperation opportunity to promote the EU integration perspective of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

e)       Cooperation tasks among the Parliaments of Bosnia and Herzegovina;
The Parliaments are to ensure proper cooperation of European integration tasks 
among them and set up the necessary framework and mechanisms for this.

   

Relations among Parliaments in the EU integration context

(2)     Taking into account the constitutional structure of Bosnia and Herzegovina, respecting the 
constitutional competences of the Parliaments of the various governance levels, the 
important role of the Parliaments played in the EU integration process and the specificities 
of their institutional set up, the Parliaments are dedicated to cooperate closely in order to 
achieve the common goal of European Union membership. 

(3)  While reiterating their unique positions, Parliaments are orientated towards         
establishment of a structured cooperation framework. 
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Contribution of the Twinning Project 

(4)     The Twinning Project financed by the European Union and implemented by the Hungarian 
National Assembly in consortium with the National Assembly of France and with the 
contribution of several other Parliaments of the EU Member States aims to strengthen the 
capacity of Parliaments in the EU accession process of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to 
provide support for the implementation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement.

(5)   The recommendations, formulated by the Twinning Project in cooperation with the 
representatives of the Parliaments of Bosnia and Herzegovina, have the objective to 
support the Parliaments in building up the capacities of the Members of Parliaments and 
the parliamentary administrations.

(6)   The recommendations are compiled into Action Plans customised for each of the 
Parliaments including the implementation modalities, such as format of action, 
responsible body, deadlines of implementation and required resources. The four 
customised Action Plans are attached to this Statement as annexes for each Parliament. 

Measures for the implementation of the recommendations of the Twinning Project

(7)     The Collegiums and the Speaker of the BDA hereby are determined to the implementation 
of the recommendations of the Twinning Project to achieve effective parliamentary 
operation and standards that are common in EU parliaments.

(8)   The Collegiums and the Speaker of the BDA are determined to initiate measures to 
implement the attached customised Action Plans. This also ensures the sustainability of 
the proposals of the Twinning Project. 

(9)   The Collegiums and the Speaker of the BDA are determined to ensure structured 
mechanism for the implementation of these recommendations and for continuous 
reporting and regular feedback on the measures from the Action Plans.

(10)  The Action Plans are reviewed in every six months in order to track the progress in the 
implementation. The first revision shall take place in January 2016 to include all concluding 
recommendations of the Twinning Project.

(11)  Measures initiated based on the Action Plans are not to interfere in any way with the 
constitutional set-up and competences of the Parliaments of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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